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INTRODUCTION:

The Cape Floral Kingdom is in the heart of the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve (KBR). Although
it is the smallest of the world's floral kingdoms, it is the richest by far with 9,087 different
plant species of which 6,218 are endemic (found nowhere else in the world) compared to the
20 endemics of the British Isles. The KBR is a photographer's dream come true! Magnificent
seascapes and sunsets, towering mountains and fast changing weather – and often as many
as 50 different flowers within a 500m stroll.
The Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve is managed in accordance with UNESCO's Man and the
Biosphere programme (MaB). The entity that manages the KBR is a partnership between
different stakeholders who are working together to establish the KBR as a model of
sustainable development.
The Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve Company’s (KBRC) core business activities are education,
training, marketing and publicity to KBR's customers; supporting and coordinating sustainable
socio-economic development; service delivery and conservation initiatives in the biosphere
reserve and promoting and exchanging biosphere level research and planning.
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HANGKLIP CONSERVANCY – OFFICIALLY REGISTERED

The Hangklip Conservancy falls within the buffer zone of the
Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. It is situated within the
Overstrand Municipality boundary and adjacent to the town of
Pringle Bay. The Conservancy consists of private landowners
from Hangklip Hotel in the west, to Seafarm Private Nature
Reserve in the east. It covers 622ha in size of which 401ha is
remaining natural veld. The conservancy was established in
August 2018 and officially registered by CapeNature in March
2020.
The Hangklip Conservancy’s vision is to
be an ecologically resilient landscape
cherished by all and protected for
generations to come. Conservation,
education, advocacy and sound
management practices are part of the
conservancy’s long-term plan. A
management plan has recently been
compiled for the conservancy.
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The plan will be used as a strategic tool for the management of the conservancy and highlights
the need for specific programmes and operational procedures. It will also enable the
landowners to manage Hangklip Conservancy in such a way that the values and the purpose
for which it has been established are protected.

NEW KBRC ADMINISTRATORS
Contour Enviro Group (CEG) was recently appointed
by the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve Company to
assist with administrative tasks.
CEG is an
environmental management company with a focus on
veld
management,
capacity
development,
environmental education as well as environmental
compliance for agriculture. CEG is accredited by
CATHSSETA and has undertaken various conservation
training interventions.
Sabelo Lindani, the Managing Director of CEG is a member of the World Commission on
Protected Areas (WCPA), a commission of the IUCN and serves as a deputy vice-chair under
the regional leadership of the Eastern and Southern African Regions. He is the steering
committee member of CoalitionWILD where he is mentoring and supporting young
professionals making a difference in their own countries in the space of environmental
campaigns.
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Sabelo along with his team of highly qualified and experienced conservators provide the
following services in the Western Cape:
Veld management and restoration; development of
Protected Area and Stewardship Site plans; fire
management and invasive and alien species control
plans; mapping and IAS prioritisation and budgeting;
development of funding proposals; administration and
implementation of projects including environmental
education programmes and accredited conservation
training programmes; environmental compliance for
commercial fruit farmers; development and review of
internal policies, guidelines, manuals and operating
procedures; development of ecological monitoring and
data
collection
protocols;
facilitation
and
implementation of scientifically based monitoring
programmes, and data collection including ecological
data analysis and processing.

Sabelo and his team facilitating Invasive Alien Clearing
training for Elgin Learning Foundation students as
part of CEG’s services.

PROTEA STOKOEI – ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION?
Protea stokoei (pink sugarbush) is a slow maturing species listed as endangered. Protea
stokoei is an endemic habitat-specific species found only at a few selected sites in the core of
the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. Protea stokoei grows to a height of 2m, the leaves are
thick and leathery and are oval in shape.
The leaves are 90-160mm long and 1060mm wide with a round, almost pointed
tip. The pink sugarbush is a winter-flowering
species. It flowers mainly in May and June,
although some flowers can be seen until
October depending on the habitat. The
flower bracts are soft pink with a brownbearded tip. Sugarbirds are the only known
pollinators of this species. They seem to
enjoy the sweet nectar and visit the flowers
during the flowering season.
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Research has shown that an increase in fire frequency has caused a decline in the population
size. According to Schutte-Vlok et al (2012), Protea stokoei requires a fire return interval of
at least 17 years to reach maturity and set seed. One of the populations in the core area
has been reduced from >1000 plants in the year 2000 to only a few individuals remaining in
2020. Continuous wildfires could unfortunately lead to the local extinction of the species,
(CapeNature Boland Mountain Complex PAMP 2019).
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WHEN HUMANS ARE STUCK INSIDE NIGHT & DAY, THE WILD CREATURES COME OUT TO
PLAY…

Following the worldwide shutdown due to the COVID-19 outbreak, there have been reports on
a global scale about how wild animals are being seen more and more regularly in areas that
they were seldom seen before.
Are wild animals ‘taking advantage’ of the vacant
spaces available to them due to humans being
locked-down and how true are these stories? We
know that there is some fake news around but
let’s consider that this is highly possible. Many wild
animals are opportunistic and therefore will likely
find it quite refreshing to venture out into areas
where they were previously unable to go due to a
human presence. A local example is the wild
horses that were spotted on the beaches at
Kleinmond recently. This area of the beach is
closer to the town and is not the normal roaming
range of the Rooisand wild horses.
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There was also a Cape leopard sighting reported at the Kleinmond golf course and campsite
during lockdown. It is not unheard of that leopard have been seen on occasion in the Betty’s
Bay area and along Clarence Drive even before lockdown. Leopards are known to be
opportunistic in their habits with regards to seeking new territory and searching for prey.
Leopards in general are rather shy animals and tend to avoid humans and human inhabited
areas.
Therefore a lack of human presence may entice
an animal like a leopard or a caracal to venture
further beyond its normal area scope.

As a general observation, there have also been
fewer roadkills due to a reduced number of cars
on the road. This is one positive outcome of the
lockdown.
The sounds at night have been something to
listen out for and if you been doing this you may
have heard the calls from frogs, owls and nightjars,
to name a few. Whether or not we are seeing and
hearing more critters due to lockdown or because
we are being more vigilant, it is still very special to
experience the wildlife of the area.
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Keep on the lookout for our friendly neighbours such as this recently spotted young porcupine
at ValleyFarms in the Elgin Valley. Remember to give willdlife their space and to appreciate and
respect them.
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COVID-19 FOOD RELIEF PROGRAMME AIDED BY CRAFTING HOPE AND KLEINBEGIN
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Alfra Cox and Babalwa Manuel, along with their team at Crafting Hope have been working
against the clock during the lockdown period in their efforts to serve the needs of the
community. The KBRC and Kleinbegin, as well as various other stakeholders, stand in support
of the many activities and projects led by the team at Crafting Hope.

Donations have been pouring in including a large food
parcel donation from Coca-Cola, apples from Two-a-day
as well as hygiene packs. Kleinbegin Timbers Centre also
received various donations from a range of local donors.
The Kleinbegin soup kitchen has been a great success in
this period with many community members benefiting
from this initiative.
Nutrition programme

The Ubuntu Mask Distribution programme has been a
great help with the distribution of masks to community
members and schools. In addition, the programme has
been instrumental in creating awareness around the
need for masks and social distancing. A group of local
women with sewing skills have been identified to be
part of the Grabouw Ubuntu mask project and are
currently being trained in the art of mask making.
Sewing training

This time has shown all of us that we need to operate more sustainably and what better way
to do this than to have food gardens. The Department of Agriculture (Elsenburg), kindly
donated 41 start-up kits consisting of compost, seeds, seedlings, fertilizer and tools. Two
sites have been identified for the cultivation of land for the gardens, one at Kleinbegin
Timbers and the other at Siyayanzela. The Crafting Hope team has been conducting
community engagement programmes and food garden cultivation training as part of the
implementation of this project.
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Facilitation of community engagement

Seeds for the food gardens

Compost and fertilizer delivery

The objective of the food garden project is two-fold. One is poverty alleviation through
addressing food insecurity and the other is to create a commercially viable hub for the
programme. Crafting Hope is also facilitating a Micro-MBA programme that will enhance the
skills of those involved and enable them to formalize and commercialise their ventures.
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MARINE LIFE UNDER THE SCOPE
In this section written by Conservation Scientist, Dr Waller, we
focus on the bio-diverse marine environment that forms part
of the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve.
THE AFRICAN PENGUINS AT STONY POINT

We begin with the African penguin (Spheniscus demersus) at the Stony Point penguin colony,
one of the primary marine tourist attractions in the area. What started out as 1 pair in 1982,
based on official records, has grown to an African penguin colony of over 1700 pairs. It is
currently (based on the 2019 census data), the 4th largest African penguin colony in the
country and the second largest in the Western Cape province, as well as only 1 of 2 landbased colonies in the country. It is therefore an extremely important colony for this
endangered species from a conservation perspective, particularly since the penguin colonies
off the west coast of South Africa have collapsed due to poor food availability.
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To give a general summary of their life cycle, at Stony Point adult penguins of breeding age
usually return to the colony in January to find their mates. Egg laying takes place in late
January and February, with the first chicks being heard in March. There are occasions when
the eggs are abandoned in February, often as a result of consecutive days of hot
temperatures. Once it has cooled down a little, the birds will return to their nests and relay.
Depending on the amount of food available, the chicks will fledge anything from 60 to 80
days and some pairs may relay and have a second clutch.
The adults will generally return to sea in
October for a 4 – 6 week fattening up period
after which they comeback to shore to moult.
During this time they are land bound for 21
days. Once this process has finished, they
head back to sea to feed and regain condition,
returning in January to start all over again. This
species faces an unknown and precarious
future. The Stony Point African penguin colony
is truly a biodiversity asset of which the
Kogelberg Biosphere community can be
immensely proud and protective of.

Image by Dr Lauren Waller

KOGELBERG BIOSPHERE RESERVE COMPANY
THE CAPE FLORAL KINGDOM’S MODEL FOR A SUSTAINABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL

CREATURE FEATURE
The Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve boasts a
diverse range of animal life. However, it is not
often that we encounter these beautiful
creatures. We do occasionally come across
evidence of wild animals on our ‘doorsteps’, but
it is not the same as witnessing them in person.
As part of the biosphere’s ongoing conservation
work, there are motion sensitive cameras at
various locations within the heart of the KBR.
The camera traps, strategically located, provide
a range of photographic evidence of our wild
neighbours. The cameras are triggered by
motion and automatically take photographs.

REC remote camera image of a Cape leopard. Image supplied by
Hilgard Muller.

The cameras are serviced and maintained on a monthly basis. Leopards are frequently seen on
the photographs and videos, as are other species. The information is shared with the Cape
Leopard Trust and aids them in their ongoing leopard research.
Rooi-Els is proudly the only village that
has baboons coexisting with residents.
Rooi-Els Conservancy (REC) plays a role
in educating and advising local residents
on how to live alongside baboons. This
includes baboon proofing of homes, and
the consequences of feeding baboons.
REC has been asked by organisations in
Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay to assist in
providing information and training with
regards to baboon matters in those
towns.
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Do keep an eye out for any wild and wonderful creatures and / or plants and send them to us
with their location to admin@kbrc.org.za. Your creature or ‘plantiture’ may be featured in the
next edition.

For more information:
Contact Corlie Hugo at admin@kbrc.org.za
Website: www.kbrc.org.za
Facebook: Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve Company
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