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WELCOME TO THE
KOGELBERG BIOSPHERE

INVASIVE ALIEN PLANT CLEARING PARTNERSHIP
Invasive alien plants not only threaten our fynbos landscapes, they also threaten
our water security. These trees are thirsty and consume hundreds of litres of water
every day. The catchments in the Kogelberg Biosphere are exceptionally important,
as they provide water to the City of Cape Town. There are numerous alien clearing
projects underway in the region – and the KBR implements some of the projects or
plays a role in coordinating these efforts.
The Groenland Water User Association (GWUA) is an important partner of the KBR
and runs a number of alien-clearing projects in the Elgin Valley. For instance, the
KBR is busy with a project in the Hangklip Conservancy, with support from GWUA.
The project is funded by the Western Cape Department of Agriculture.
The project created work for 12 people; a
local contractor, Ryno Seegals from
Kleinmond and his team of 11 people. This is
a community driven project – with the
community identifying the need to clear
invasive plants, based on their direct impact
on our environment, the loss of rare species,
the higher fire intensity, soil erosion and the
loss of catchment runoff.
As residents of the KBR, we have an interest in a healthy environment and in locally
led conservation. In other words, this is about local people not only identifying the
challenges, but also providing the solutions.
The Hangklip Conservancy especially has
shown their commitment towards the
management of alien invasive vegetation in
the past. The conservancy identified the area
that should be cleared as an ‘invasive alien
hotspot’ and gave attention to it in the past
few years. This is why as the KBR, we are
thrilled to partner with Hangklip Conservancy
and support this vital project.

MEET OUR KOGELBERG BIOSPHERE CHAMPIONS
At the Kogelberg Biosphere we do not only focus on the conservation of
biodiversity, but also on the growth and development of people living in the
Biosphere. Our two Biosphere champions are doing just that.
Roeline George is creating a flagship community hub at the Timbers Kleinbegin
Centre. Roeline is the General Manager of this non-profit company. She works
with and assist vulnerable people from the Grabouw community to adress their
needs.
Already Timbers Kleinbegin runs a soup kitchen twice
a week to feed the community. Roeline has also
started a Homework Hub afterschool programme,
where children from Grade R to Grade 12 can do their
homework and study for tests. The centre also
provides help with some subjects such as Maths,
Afrikaans and English. Already this programme has
helped more than half the participants to improve
their grades. Roeline says, “This is heart warming and
our aim is that all the children in our programme pass
their subjects at the end of the year with good
grades.”
The centre’s Wellness Wednesday programme brings ladies together to chat
about everyday struggles, and to together find ways to overcome these. Soon
Roeline hopes to start arts and crafts projects, to help these ladies to become
entrepreneurs. She is also hoping to find funding for a minibus to transport
children from the neighbouring communities to and from the centre, especially
in areas where it is not safe for them to walk. “And I’m hoping to expand the
soup kitchen so that we can feed more people more often as the need grows
daily.”
Ebrahim Hull from the Harold Porter Botanical Garden is always on the lookout
for new plants in the mountain, propagating species in the garden or working on
his botanical drawings. But his real passion is with the Standlopers Eco Youth
Club, where he shares his knowledge and passion about the environment with
the kids from Kleinmond. The kids learn about the importance of conserving the
natural environment as well as life skills.
Ebrahim and the committee of the Strandlopers Eco Youth Club hope to find
sponsorship to assist the kids with transport, basic equipment and the clothing
needed for outdoor activities..
In the near future they would also like to have
a facility where they can accommodate the
kids during rainy days. Through Ebrahim’s
passion he is a role model for the next
generation of possible conservationists or
horticulturists.

SPRING FLOWERS IN THE BIOSPHERE
Spring has arrived and along with the wildfires earlier in the year, has resulted
in a beautiful landscape – our own Namaqualand! Photos – Magriet Brink.

TEST YOUR NATURE KNOWLEDGE…
1. How are earthquakes measured?
2. What is the only “living” organism that can be viewed from space?
3. What is the name for a catastrophic ocean wave?
4. Which is the longest river in the world?
5. What are the male parts of a flower called?
6. What is the fastest flying animal in the world?
7. How many eyes do a Caterpillar have?

8. How many hearts does an octopus have?
9. Which underwater creatures are the only animal where the male gives birth?
10. What insects were the first living creatures to be sent to space?

1-The Richter scale. 2-The Great Barrier Reef. 3-Tsunami. 4-The Nile River.
5-Stamen. 6-Peregrine Falcon. 7-Twelve. 8-Three. 9-Seahorses. 10-Fruit flies.

SPRING IS HERE – WITH BABIES EVERYWHERE…
Spring is here and so are the baby birds. But unfortunately, not all baby birds stay
in the nest until they can fly. Actually, many find themselves out of the nest and
helpless on the ground, but knowing what to do when you find them can save the
animal’s life!

CELEBRATING WORLD RIVERS DAY - 25 September 2022
World Rivers Day is a celebration of the world’s waterways. It highlights the
many values of our rivers, strives to increase public awareness, and encourages
the improved stewardship of all rivers around the world
A river is a natural stream of flowing water with a significant volume of fresh
water. Rivers are found everywhere, on every land, and every continent. They
start from source or headwater areas such as springs and flow in meandering
paths at different speeds. Finally, they discharge into a larger river, or lakes, or
most likely, into oceans. Rivers are the main channels of the drainage system.
Some rivers flow around the whole year or seasonally.
River systems are very important for humans for the following reasons:

How can we keep our rivers alive through conservation
and sustainable use?
• Use biodegradable cleaning products – the cleaning
products run through your plumbing into a stream.

• Plant an indigenous tree – the root system of plants
cling to the soil and create stability, reducing sand
and silt that runs into the river.
• Limit pesticide use – chemical sprays are water
soluble, runoff can seep into the ground and nearby
rivers.
• Fix leaky faucets – this can contribute to water
wastage.

For more information:
Contact Corlie Hugo at admin@kogelbergbiosphere.org.za
Website: www.kogelbergbiosphere.org.za
Facebook: Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve Company

